
Easter 7  10am Service 24th May  2020 
Sunday after Ascension Day

Thy Kingdom Come 

During these ten days from the Ascension (40 days 
from Easter), as we await the coming of the Spirit on 
Pentecost and the beginning of the church’s ministry, 
know that we have also not been left empty-handed. 
We have received the precious gift of time … this in-
between time to contemplate our Lord’s feet—where 
they stood, with whom they walked, and what they 
suffered, for the sake of this broken world. Let us take 
full advantage of this gift, committing ourselves to 
prayer, to singing, to worship, and to joy, as the first 
disciples did. 

And next Sunday, on Pentecost, when the promised 
Holy Spirit fills us once again, when we are sent to 
share the Good News with all nations, let us pray that 
we will be ready: Ready to jump in, with both feet! 

Call to worship
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
God has gone up with a shout:
The Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
Christ reigns over the nations:
He sits at God's right hand in the heavenly places.

Thy kingdom come. Lord, teach us how to pray 
for all to know your joy, your peace and love,

 and know your friendship each and every day.
The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove.

Thy kingdom come. Christ’s pray to make us one
that all may know the Father sent the Son. 

To celebrate the victory he has won,
in love and grace, we pray: ‘Thy will be done.’

Thy kingdom come. We pray for those we know 
to turn and follow you for all their days, 

and in your love find peace and service grow,
our one desire and hope, your highest praise.

Thy kingdom come. Transform our human ways;
our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care.

Nations renewed in giving thanks and praise;
to see God’s kingdom come: this is our prayer.

Thy kingdom come! We praise your holy name.
Your sacrifice and rising sets us free,

that by our words and lives we may proclaim, 
by Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory! 

(TKC 2020, to the tune Tell out my soul)

Call to Reconciliation
God of glory: 
   We are sometimes so busy watching the skies 
for signs of your presence that we forget to look 
around to see those we can serve in your name.  
   We are so intent on finding just the right way to tell 
someone off, that we forget the words of reconciliation 
you have taught us.  
   We are so concerned to make things fit to our 
timing that we forget to open ourselves to the 
presence of your Spirit within us.
   Almighty God, source of life, forgive us for hurting 
others and for failing to do the good we should do. 
Fill us with the wisdom to resist evil in our lives 
and strengthen us in that faith which is given to us
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
Silence is kept
Beloved, do not be surprised.  Our God is
gracious to all, restoring us to new life.
This is the good news which is for us, and for 
everyone we will meet in the days to come.
Thanks be to God.  We are forgiven.

Collect
Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness 
and know your peace, to the glory of God the Father.

Readings
Acts 1:1-11 Barnabas Children’s  Bible 317 (Austin)
John 17:1-11 (Lindsey)

Father, we love you,
we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 

Jesus, we love you, 
we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 

Spirit, we love you, 
we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

glorify thy name in all the earth.  
(Donna Atkins, Maranatha! Music/CopyCare)



Homily  (Harriet)
     Where are your ‘thin places’? I don’t mean your 
thighs, or the patch at the back of your head you 
desperately try and disguise with a comb-over. No, I 
mean the places where the division between this 
world and the next seems thin and insubstantial, 
where you feel as if you are almost in touch with the 
transcendent God, where your physical surroundings 
seem lit by his glory. 
     For Gerard Manley Hopkins, the Jesuit poet, the 
answer was the whole of the natural world. ‘The earth 
is charged with the glory of God’ he writes in his 
sonnet ‘God’s Grandeur’. ‘It will flame out, like shining 
from shook foil’. Many would agree that they find 
themselves closer to God on top of a mountain, or 
walking through a bluebell wood, than they do in a 
church building, slightly chill and with an odour of dust 
and moulding hymnbooks (not that that refers to any 
in our deanery). 
     We often hear of cathedrals and other places of 
pilgrimage described as ‘thin places’. It’s a term that 
derives from Celtic Christianity, but the concept is 
found in the Bible as well, in those stories where 
heaven and earth seem to meet. In the Hebrew 
Scriptures there’s Moses at the burning bush and later 
on Mount Sinai, in the gospels there’s the 
Transfiguration. 
     The story of the Ascension in Acts is another. We 
are only a day’s walk from Jerusalem, the bustling 
capital city, but as in the Transfiguration and the 
Moses stories we’re on top of a mountain. And it’s 
where Jesus, whom death could not contain, breaks 
through the veil which separates earth and heaven. 
We don’t see it, because a cloud comes down, but the 
‘men in white’ tell the disciples and us what has 
happened.  This mountaintop has been for the 
disciples a ‘thin place’, at a ‘thin time’.

Of course, not all ‘thin places’ are as dramatically 
obvious. Despite the fact Cathedrals are often 
described in this way I have never met mysterious 
men in white hovering around Rochester Cathedral, 
and although I have seen it shrouded in mist I didn’t 
assume that was an indication of heaven breaking 
through. Likewise whenever I climb a mountain I can 
usually be confident that the low cloud is more likely to 
be a feature of the British weather than of an intensely 
spiritual experience. 

But our gospel reading gives us a pointer to how we 
might ourselves find, if not ‘thin places’ in a 
geographic sense, then perhaps ‘thin moments’ in our 
lives. It is often said that John does not tell the story of 
the Transfiguration in his gospel, because the whole 
gospel shows Jesus transfigured. Nor does John tell 
the story of Jesus’ Ascension, that moment when 
Jesus breaks through the ‘thin place’ between earth 
and heaven. However in our gospel reading today as 
Jesus prays to his Father, there is something of that 
moment, the uniting of heaven and earth, that we can 
glimpse. And it’s not of a place, or even of a particular 
time that he speaks, but it is of himself. Because in 

him the Father’s glory is reflected, even as he glorifies 
his Father. The glory of the Father in heaven and of 
the Incarnate Son on earth united. And as he prays 
‘All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them’ we get a hint of how we too can 
share in the glory, how we too can be present at that 
‘thin place’, by being with him who is no longer ‘in the 
world’ but who still opens to us the path to eternal life. 

In the Incarnation God became human in a particular 
time and place in this world. By his Ascension he 
broke from the bonds of time and space that still 
confine us, so that he might continue to be for all 
people, in all times, the means of eternal life. 

May you find your own ‘thin place’ and see God’s glory 
in him this day. Amen.

Creed
We renew our commitment to our reigning Lord. 
Let us affirm the faith of the Church which Christ 
commissions us to share with the world. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father source of 
all being and life, the One for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son who took our 
human nature, died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who 
gives life to the people of God and makes Christ 
known in the world? 
I believe and trust in Him. 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Intercessions (James)
Merciful Father, we ask you to strengthen our faith, 
and let us share your light with those close to us, and 
with those further away.  Give strength to our church, 
to our vicar Diane, and to all those in our community 
who each day put the urgent needs of others above 
the concerns of themselves.  Join us in a fellowship of 
the heart with the people of Mpwapwa, and let their 
own deep faith be an inspiration to ours.   Silence
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

We ask that those who struggle to find daily joy in their 
lives in these difficult times be given the strength to 
look forward with hope.  Give purpose and confidence 
to those who are without work, or who live in hardship, 
or who live in fear of hardship. Help us to join in unity 
with them and share what help we can in the months 
ahead.   Silence
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

We pray for the sick and vulnerable, and for the 
bereaved. Meet them on the road, lift them up, and 
prepare a better way for them.



     At this time, we pray for those who are unwell… 
Joanna, Edward, Rosalind, Gill, Terry, David, Joyce, 
Diana, Jo, Hylton, Joan, John, Gary, Harry, Colin.
And for those who have died… Simon, Rex, Graham 
May their wives Nancy, Kay, Lindsay, families and 
friends be given comfort.   Silence
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer
     We ask you to give wisdom to our leaders, protect 
our sovereign, and refresh the fortitude and 
compassion of our health workers as they tend those 
in physical or mental distress, here and around the 
world.  On this one-hundredth anniversary of the 
Cross on the Hill, we remember the Fallen of all 
conflicts in our time, and in times past – those who 
were near in relation to us, and those we did not know. 
Let the Cross endure as a blessing, protection and 
source of unity for this village.   Silence
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer
     Lift us from feelings of ill-will towards others, teach 
us to step outside ourselves and adopt the needs of 
others as a gift, not a burden. Give us some of the 
infinite care and boundless courage of your only Son, 
as we carry his work forward as best we can.   Silence
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake 
of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. If you love me, rejoice because I am going to 
the Father’. Alleluia.               (John 14.27, 28)
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

All-Age Spot:  How did we do in Lent? 
What the young (and not so young) have we been up 
to this week. 

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!
To his throne above the skies; Alleluia!
Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia!
Enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!

There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia!
Lift your heads, eternal gates! Alleluia!

Christ hath vanquished death and sin; Alleluia!
Take the King of glory in! Alleluia!

See! He lifts his hands above; Alleluia!
See! He shows the prints of love; Alleluia!
Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia!
Blessings on his Church below. Alleluia!

Lord, though parted from our sight, Alleluia!
Far above the starry height, Alleluia!

Grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluia!
Seeking thee above the skies. Alleluia!

 
There we shall with thee remain,  Alleluia!
Partners of thine endless reign;  Alleluia!
There thy face unclouded see,  Alleluia!

Find our heaven of heavens in thee, Alleluia!
(Charles Wesley and Thomas Cotterill altd)

Responsary 
As we wait in silence, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
                                                                            
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son 
Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to 
preach the gospel of his kingdom:  confirm us in 
this mission, and help us to live the good news we 
proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Blessing
God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every 
name, strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as 
Lord. Amen. 
God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 



Notices 
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come,  from 
Ascension to Pentecost, it is hoped that everyone who 
takes part will: 
➢ Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ 
➢ Pray for God’s spirit to work in the lives of those 
they know  
➢ Come to realise that every aspect of their life is the 
stuff of prayer  
    After the very first Ascension Day the disciples 
gathered with Mary, constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer while they waited for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on the gift 
of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do 
nothing.  
    Through the centuries Christians have gathered at 
that time to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come ’picks up this tradition. Over the past 
three years more and more worshipping communities 
have dedicated the days between Ascension and 
Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’.  
   We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip 
us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our 
friends and families, our communities and networks. It 
has been amazing how many varied ways there have 
been in which people from every tradition have taken 
up this challenge. The effects have been remarkable.  
It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the 
Good News of Jesus Christ and his love for the world 
will hear it for themselves, and respond and follow 
him. 

Here are some ideas to get involved in: 
1) Specifically, we again invite each and every 

Christian across the country to pray that God’s 
Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who 
have not responded with their ‘Yes ’to God’s call.

2) Go onto the TKC website  
www.thykingdomcome.global and light up the 
world by ‘pledging to pray’.

3) Download (and use) the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
App on your phone or computer. Set aside some 
time each day to listen to God, to deepen your 
own faith and discipleship.     

4) Use the Prayer Journal or Reflections on 
everyday faith booklet (both attached in pdf form 
last weekend or available to order from the 
website) or go on a Prayer Walk 
(www.tobeapilgrim.info), to spend time in prayer 
and reflection during each of the 9 nine days. Our 
daily exercise can be a fantastic opportunity to 
reconnect with God. Even close to home we can 
find plenty of places to pause briefly and say a 
prayer for people in our community, even people 
self isolating can do a pilgrimage at home.

5) There are Family Prayer Adventure Maps in the 
church porch. These are good fun and can be 
used by any age. On the TKC website there are 
also Bright Prayer Ideas (and loads of other ideas 
and resources) for families at home.

Join us for Evening Prayer on Zoom, each evening at 
9pm until Saturday 30th May. 

Friday Prayers 10am every week

The next Quiz is on Friday 29th May at 7.30pm 
(earlier than usual because of Evening Prayer at 9pm)

Money, money, money 
Another reminder about giving. Firstly, thank you for 
the generosity that you show towards the church and to 
those who responded to my last notice about finances. 
As you are aware the closing of the church building, 
has seen our income reduce.  
If you are able to do so, please would you consider 
continuing your regular giving by setting up 
a Standing Order (via Terry) or make a donation online 
through the secure “virtual collection” on our website 
www.shorehamchurchkent.org. It’s easy to use. 
Cash and cheques can continue to come to myself, 
Jasper or Terry. 

If you are a UK taxpayer, please do complete the Gift 
Aid details – for every £1 you give, we receive another 
25p for free. 
May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

Pentecost
Next Sunday is Pentecost, when we remember the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church 
…. so I would like to invite you to make something for 
Pentecost … a flame or a dove (some outlines are 
attached to the email with this service) … a birthday 
cake for the church … or whatever else you’d like to 
do … then either drop it into the church porch, if we 
could use it in a display, or hang it up in a window at 
home and take a photo and send it to me 
revdrdi@outlook.com and we will include it in the 
service next week.

http://www.thykingdomcome.global
http://www.tobeapilgrim.info
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk%2Fplanned-giving%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5b7806b228844580759e08d7f99b6455%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637252318098402885&sdata=%2BtnSg8Uu3mTbrN2PDUyYO1qcaqdnu1NwHph0A1ZjisQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shorehamchurchkent.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C67cb7924f96147a36f2808d7f4b9594c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637246949205980846&sdata=T0PYTqmPQVgzEgSIBY29bTJVrlSD384zILh9gPYSj%2BU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:revdrdi@outlook.com

